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15 January 2012
The Caritas Malta Epilepsy Association, in conjunction with the Department of Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics, University of Malta, is organizing its national conference on Saturday 25 February 2012, Dolmen Resort Hotel, Malta.  The title of this year’s conference is: 

Epilessia – kif negħlbu l-istigma?

Epilepsy - How do we overcome stigma? 
The European Parliament in Strasbourg has just approved  a Written Declaration on Epilepsy which calls on the Commission to prioritize epilepsy as a major disease which imposes significant burden across Europe. In Malta and Gozo there are over 3000 persons who have been diagnosed with epilepsy. 
Epilepsy is often a hidden medical condition which requires several varying medical and support services and it can greatly affect a person’s social and personal life. This year’s national conference will discuss how stigma can be overcome in order to ensure a better quality of life for persons with epilepsy in the community. 
We have several distinguished overseas and local speakers including representatives of ETC, Malta Employers Association, KNPD and also interactive workshops. 
Attached you will find the programme and an application form for this conference. The cost has been kept at a minimum of €25 per person, lunch and coffee breaks included. There is a limited number of seats, so apply early to avoid disappointment. We do hope you can make it.  Looking forward to seeing you there.
Yours sincerely,

	Ms Victoria Dimech

Secretary, Malta Caritas Epilepsy Association

Zenit, Paul Borg Street

Attard ATD 2633 Tel 27436442

Email zenit@onvol.net
	Ms Sharon Agius

C/o Department of Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics. University of Malta

Msida MSD06 Tel 23402845, fax 21320281, 

email sharon.agius@um.edu.mt


--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please cut and send to one of the persons above with payment by Friday 10th Feb 2012.  Cheques to be made out to Caritas Malta Epilepsy Association 

Name
of each person attending    _____________________________

Organisation________________                 Tel____________Mobile_______________E-mail_______________

Address___________________________________________________________

Choice of Workshop     
A ( 
   
B ( 


C (
Vegetarian option 

YES       
NO
Cancellations and refunds will only be given if requests are made before 17th February 2012.
National Conference, Caritas Malta Epilepsy Association

Saturday 25 February 2011, Dolmen Resort Hotel, Malta
L-Epilessija – kif nelgħbu l-istigma?

Epilepsy - How do we overcome stigma?

08.30

Registration and welcome coffee

09.00

Opening Speeches
Commissioner John  Dalli, EU Commissioner for Health and Consumer Affairs 
Mgr Dun Victor Grech, Director, Caritas Malta 

Mr Mario Dimech, President, Caritas Malta Epilepsy Association.
09.20                Science versus Society: defeating the stigma of epilepsy
Prof Mike Kerr, Department of Psychological Medicine & Neurology, 
University of Cardiff, UK
09.50 
Living with epilepsy- overcoming the stigma. 
Ms Hanneke de Boer, Co-ordinator, WHO/IBE/ILAE Global Campaign against Epilepsy; Sein Epilepsy Centre, Netherlands. 
10.20

Questions
10.30

Coffee break
11.00             
Interactive session
11.20            
Panel round discussion
Charles Cassar, Employment and Training Co-operation (ETC), Malta; Representative Malta Employment Association (MEA); Representative Malta National Commission for Persons with Disability (KNPD); representative, Foundation for Human Resources; Dr Rosyln Borg, Lawyer; Manuel Camilleri, Caritas Malta Epilepsy Association (CMEA).
12.00 

Discussion and questions
12.30

Lunch
14.00

Workshops
A
 
Stigma and Quality Of Life – Prof Mike Kerr and Ms Victoria Dimech
B
 
Living With Epilepsy: Practical Aspects – Ms Hanneke de Boer; Mr Mario Dimech 

and representative from  ETC
C         
How to Reduce Stigma In Employment – Representatives from KNPD and MEA; Dr Roslyn Borg; Mr Manuel Camilleri
15.30

Report from workshops Dr Janet Mifsud

16.15 Evaluation / Closure
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